GIVING GUIDE

JES Adopt a Family Returns

Donors can now easily purchase gifts on Amazon for those
served by the nonprofit organization.

ASHLEY ZLATOPOLSKY CONTRIBUTING WRITER

ach holiday season, Jewish
E Family Service of Metro
Detroits long-running Adopt
a Family program provides families
and individuals in need with thought-
ful and meaningful gifts.
The community-wide effort spreads
Chanukah joy and Christmas cheer
to Jewish and non-Jewish community
members alike supported by the non-
profit social services organization.
Last year, Adopt a Family served

a record-setting 924 people. Now,
there’s a new way to give as JES once
again expects similar numbers for the
2025 holiday season.

JES has created an Amazon wish
list where community members can
easily purchase gifts for families, older
adults and more, including items like
headphones, books and pillows.

Chief Development Officer Amy
Newman calls it a simple and pur-
poseful way to better reach the vast

population served by JFS. “It’s so easy,’
she explains of the process. “People
can click on the link and order a blan-
ket and a pair of gloves for someone.
They see what they’re spending”

Plus, donors are “helping someone
get what they actually want,” Newman
continues.

The streamlined process removes a
step while also personalizing giving.
“People really feel like they’re contrib-
uting and helping in real time,” she

explains.

Another key component of Adopt
a Family is its traditional match pro-
gram where donors can sign up to
be matched with a family in need.
Community members can also donate
money to help fund supplemental
gifts for additional families and indi-
viduals served by JES.

While the match program con-
cludes Dec. 1, the Amazon wishlist is
ongoing.

JES is also partnering with Toyology
Toys for Adopt a Family. Shoppers
can mention JFS when shopping at
any of the toy stores locations and
20% of their purchase will benefit the
program.

“We are so grateful to Toyology
Toys,” Newman says. “They’ve been
an amazing partner for years.

So far, 880 individuals are signed up
for Adopt a Family. Newman antic-
ipates this number to grow. Adopt a
Family is open to anyone served by
JES. Staft partner with individuals to
develop thoughtful wish lists of holi-
day items that include a mix of both
needs and wants.

JES is also planning a winter basic
needs drive to collect toiletries and
other essentials for community mem-
bers in need. Stay tuned for more
information in the coming weeks.

“We're so grateful to our communi-
ty of donors who, year after year, help
create warm holiday memories for
families that we serve;” Newman says.
“We’re so appreciative.”

Sign up for Adopt A Family at www.jfsdetroit.
org/how-you-can-help/volunteer/adopt.
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